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 (Abstract) 
 

The study examines the demythologization and remythologization of the 
Bulgarian-Russian and Bulgarian-Soviet relations in 1989–2019 in the context of 
the politics of history pursued in Bulgaria. It reveals the role of myths in politics 
of history for creating identities by maintaining certain interpretations in view of 
the new geopolitical orientation of the country after the end of the Cold War. The 
author analyzes the accumulated Bulgarian historical literature, which includes 
not only academic but also journalistic and parahistorical works. She points out 
the public reactions, fuelled by certain interpretations of some key moments of 
the Bulgarian-Russian and Bulgarian-Soviet relations. These are the character of 
the Russo- Turkish War of 1877/78, the role of Count Ignatiev and the character 
of the national holiday March 3, the Bulgarian-Soviet political and economic 
relations, and in particular – the Stalinist repressions, the occupation regime 
1944–1947, the Soviet decisions of the debt crises of the 1960s and 1970s. It is 
concluded that after 1989 the demythologization of the Bulgarian-Soviet and 
Bulgarian-Russian relations took place as a moment in the development of the 
Bulgarian historical science. And to a large extent, the one-sidedness that turns 
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this demythologization into a new remythologization is due to the use of new 
historical interpretations as an element of memory policy to overcome the 
communist past and “Sovietophilia”, as well as the politics of history to overcome 
“Russophilia”. 

Keywords: Bulgarian-Russian / Bulgarian-Soviet relations; myths; politics of 
history 


