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(Abstract) 

 

After its discovery by WC. Roentgen by the end of 1895, X-Rays were 
immediately used for medical and surgical purposes to detect foreign objects 
within the human body due to injuries and/or gunshots, which inspired 
discussions over its functionality in military surgery. X-Rays were first used in 
the beginning of 1896 at the British River Wars in Nile, Egypt. In May 1896, the 
Italian Doctor Guiseppe Alvaro took two wounded soldiers from Ethiopia to 
Italy and shot radiographies of them by making use of X-Rays in the Naples 
Military Hospital. He published his observations in Giornale Medico del Regio 
Esercito. Before Alvaro’s piece, an article had been published in Medizinische 
Wohenschrift, on February 4, 1896 about the use of X-Rays on the wounded 
soldiers in the Prussian Army. However, the systematic practice of X-Rays use 
in the military dates to the Greco-Turkish War in 1897 by its implementation on 
the bodies of the casualties of war, first in Istanbul, and then in Athens by means 
of the radiographies showing evidence of pieces of bullet and shrapnel inside the 
bodies of soldiers. The first military radiographies were scientifically and 
systematically taken through a device set up by those two interns of the School 
of Medicine in Istanbul from May 1, 1897. That war was the first occasion that 
radiographic imaging techniques were used extensively on wounded soldiers at 
both fronts soon after the discovery of X-rays. This historic development is 
presented in this article by evidence based on the Ottoman Archival documents 
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and on the newspapers published at that time. Rather than a competitive 
historiography, our paper has been dealt with mutual respect by objectively 
honouring professional zeal of all the physicians who took part at that fateful 
event, meritedly. 
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